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News Release 

BASF Awards $10,000 in Scholarships to LSU Engineering Students 

GEISMAR, LA, December 8, 2020 – BASF recently awarded $10,000 in scholarships 

to four students who are currently studying at Louisiana State University’s College of 

Engineering. The annual scholarship program is focused on developing Louisiana’s 

talent pipeline through BASF’s workforce and development efforts across the state. 

“BASF is committed to investing in the future of Louisiana, and this scholarship 

program allows us to recognize top talent among engineering students, who will one 

day lead our workforce,” said Jerry Lebold, Senior Vice President and General 

Manager of BASF’s Geismar, Louisiana site.   

Students are recognized for maintaining a strong grade point average, demonstrating 

leadership and expressing interest in a manufacturing career. The students each 

receive $2,500 toward their college education. 

• Lauren Cooke is a freshman from Belle Chasse, Louisiana who is studying 

chemical engineering. After undergoing treatment for Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, 

Cooke became interested in the chemical engineering component of medicine and 

decided to pursue a degree in engineering. 

• Taylor Ferguson is a junior from Mandeville, Louisiana who is studying 

mechanical engineering. She has maintained a high grade point average while 

participating in a plethora of extra-curricular activities, including the American 

Society of Mechanical Engineers, where she serves as Public Relations Chair; the 
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LSU Golden Band from Tigerland, where she plays clarinet and is band manager; 

Tau Beta Pi Junior/Senior Engineering Honor Society; and the Social, 

Merchandise, and Finance Committees in Kappa Kappa Psi, the Honorary Band 

Service Fraternity. 

• Anna Katherine Parker is a junior from Baton Rouge who is studying 

environmental engineering. She was inspired to go into her field of study after a 

mission trip to Haiti, where she saw the connection between the environment and 

public health. Parker is currently an undergraduate research assistant for a project 

investigating the presence of COVID-19 in LSU campus and East Baton Rouge 

Parish wastewater, where she analyzes data to build an interactive dashboard. 

• Ibrahim Saizad is a sophomore from Baton Rouge studying electrical engineering 

and minoring in computer science. He hopes to focus on innovative ways to 

maximize efficiency in existing technologies, with an interest in energy. Saizad 

enjoys robotics, coding and chess, and has served as a volunteer educator to 

elementary school students. 

"We are so appreciative of the investment BASF continues to make in our college and 

in our students. Its recognition of our students' work in and out of the classroom 

provides an important incentive for them to maintain a high level of excellence," LSU 

College of Engineering Dean Judy Wornat said. 

Through a competitive process administered through LSU’s College of Engineering, 

BASF has awarded a total of $100,000 to LSU students since 2012. 

BASF’s manufacturing presence near LSU includes operations in Geismar and 

Vidalia. These sites employ a workforce of nearly 2,000 people and invest 

approximately $300 million in Louisiana through annual payroll, purchases, taxes and 

charitable contributions to community partners throughout South Louisiana. For more 

information about BASF in Louisiana, visit www.basf.us/la. 

 

About BASF 

BASF Corporation, headquartered in Florham Park, New Jersey, is the North American affiliate of 

BASF SE, Ludwigshafen, Germany. BASF has more than 18,800 employees in North America and had 
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sales of $18.4 billion in 2019. For more information about BASF’s North American operations, visit 

www.basf.com/us.  

At BASF, we create chemistry for a sustainable future. We combine economic success with 

environmental protection and social responsibility. More than 117,000 employees in the BASF Group 

work on contributing to the success of our customers in nearly all sectors and almost every country in 

the world. Our portfolio is organized into six segments: Chemicals, Materials, Industrial Solutions, 

Surface Technologies, Nutrition & Care and Agricultural Solutions. BASF generated sales of €59 billion 

in 2019. BASF shares are traded on the stock exchange in Frankfurt (BAS) and as American 

Depositary Receipts (BASFY) in the U.S. Further information at www.basf.com. 
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